
 

 

 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

REGULAR MEETING 
Virtual Meeting via Zoom 

March 25, 2021 
 

 
Attending:      
Bud Kern, President 
Natalie Ingram, Vice President 
Alex Townsend, Treasurer/Secretary 
Bruce Benham 
Jill Hegardt 
Sheryl Lowenhar  
 
Excused Absence: 
Ron Belmont 
 

 
Staff Attending: 
Jenna Kohl, Executive Director 
Dee Nortman, Financial Operations Director 
Lynette Whitener, Interim Facilities & Recreation Director 
Jona Davis, Community Engagement Director 
Chris Irish, Public Relations Director 
Gabi Enriquez, Events & Programs Senior Manager 
Mike Gertzman, Communications Senior Manager 
Erin Valdez, Exec. Assistant/HR Administrator 
 

 
 

I. Call to order  
President Kern called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. and a quorum was established via Roll Call. All board members were 
virtually present except for Ron Belmont, who had an excused absence. 
 
II. Approval of Minutes 

Motion: To approve the minutes from the January 28, 2021 board meeting with the edit clarifying the Master Plan 
Selection Committee choosing which firm to select to award the Master Plan bid 
Motioned by Bruce Benham; Seconded by Alex Townsend; motion passed unanimously  

 
III. President’s Report 
President Kern gave an update on the Governance Committee, which met on March 3. Topics discussed included vacancies and 
elections on both boards, an update on the Master Plan process, the Covenant Commission transition, and AZ House Bill 2052, 
which deals with political signage, allowing door-to-door campaigning, and public meetings. 

IV. Staff Report 
Executive Director Kohl reviewed the latest Staff Report. The Leadership Team will convene soon to discuss the Covid 
restrictions lessened by the Governor; more details will be shared to the community as changes are implemented. Mike Fenzel 
has been hired as Facilities & Recreation Director, his start date is April 5. The Master Plan kicked off with a walk-through with 
Holly Street Studio and Chasse Building representations of all facilities on March 19. Capital Project updates include resurfacing 
both pickleball courts, and installing shade structures, benches, and chairs. Both facilities are getting rekeyed after completing a 
staff key fob/audit. The newly formed Resident Event & Program focus group will have their first meeting March 30. Due to high 
cash balance $100,000 will be transferred to the Reserve Fund and $350,000 will be transferred to the Capital Fund. 
 
V. Monthly Financials 
Financial Operations Director Nortman reviewed the monthly financial information. Council has a favorable variance to budget 
of over $600,000 year to date. Primary drivers include an increase in revenue, mostly due to benefit fee revenue, and cost 
savings in expenses. Cash balance sits at 5.79 months. The Administrative Operations Coordinator position has been extended 
an offer; this employee will work in the Finance department on IT issues, AP backup, independent contractor tracking, and other 
duties.  
 
VI. Construction Update 
Public Affairs Director Irish presented on the following issues related to construction within DC Ranch. 



 

 

1) DC Ranch Crossings Triangle: A project proposal for the undeveloped triangle-shaped parcel of land that is part of the 
DC Ranch Crossing commercial center has been conditionally approved by the Covenant Commission and has gone to 
the City for approval. The developer has proposed three buildings with similar use to what is currently in DC Ranch 
Crossings (retail, gym, office space). Plan are to extend 91st Street to the north to change three-way stoplight into four-
way. 

2) Camelot Homes Subdivision: This three-acre parcel of land directly to the east of the above-mentioned parcel is in 
escrow with Camelot Homes. They plan to subdivide the property into nine individual home lots, which is compatible 
with current zoning. Camelot plans to design homes to presale. Construction on individual homes will not start until 
they have a buyer. An open house was held on March 16 with approximately 30 attendees. A video of the open house 
has been posted on the DC Ranch website.  

3) ICON update: Three of the buildings are complete and have their units sold, leaving five left to develop. Architect Bing 
Hu has this property in escrow; he plans to finish the project and add 48 additional units. Construction is planned to 
start as soon as approvals come in with the goal of completing all buildings within 24-36 months.  
 

VII. Consider Appointments to Community Council Board of Directors 
The nominating committee consisted of Ron Belmont, Bruce Benham, and Sheryl Lowenhar. Director Benham reported out that 
the committee had four applicants, including current members Natalie Ingram and Alex Townsend, and two external applicants. 
The committee interviewed the external applicants and will keep their information on file for future involvement opportunities. 
The nominating committee proposes to appoint Director Ingram and Director Townsend to their second terms. 

Motion: To appoint Natalie Ingram and Alex Townsend to their second 3-year terms (4.1.21 – 3.31.24) 
Motioned by Bruce Benham; Seconded by Sheryl Lowenhar; Motion passed unanimously. 

 
VIII. Consider Appointments to Finance Committee 
With one member of the Finance Committee resigning, Nortman and committee member Steve Wrede held interviews for 
prospective new members. The Committee’s charter allows for 3-5 members and as such, they recommend appointments of 
David Goldberg and Troy Anderson. Director Townsend added that their experience and work history will bring greater 
perspective to Council’s finance review and they will be solid contributing members of the committee. 
 Motion: To approve the appointments of David Goldberg and Troy Anderson to the Community Council Finance 
 Committee (with terms of 4.1.21 – 6.30.22) 

Motioned by Alex Townsend; Seconded by Natalie Ingram; Motion passed unanimously. 
 

IX. Consider Engagement Plan for Funding and Development of City Park 
Irish reviewed information on the future park at 94th Street and Trailside View. The city is currently developing phase I, which 
includes the lake, pumphouse, picnic ramada, walking trails, low level lighting, and landscaping. Currently, the city does not have 
plans or funds to complete the park, which they have labeled as phase II. At the Council’s January meeting, the board requested 
that Irish put together an engagement plan to persuade the city to complete the park. The objective is to work closely with the 
city and to advocate city funding for and development of the park. For phase II funding to happen, the Council and DC Ranch 
residents will need to advocate for the park to be included in the city’s Capital Improvement Project (CIP) budget. The proposed 
engagement plan outlines how this advocacy and communication will roll out. 

Motion: To approve the Engagement Plan for Funding and Development of City Park 
Motioned by Jill Hegardt; Seconded by Bruce Benham; Motion passed unanimously. 
 

X. Consider Future of Tour de Scottsdale 
Events & Programs Senior Manager Gabi Enriquez reviewed the history of the tour, which is an annual charitable event that 
benefits and works in partnership with the McDowell Sonoran Conservancy. Moving into its eighteenth year in 2021, the event 
has reached the point of needing further evaluation related to financial feasibility, the sustainability of the event, and alignment 
with the community’s values and Council’s mission. Staff proposes cancelling this year’s event and donating a contribution to 
the Conservancy in the spirit of partnership. Enriquez will take the next few months to research possible charitable event 
replacements for the community and will propose them to the board at a later date for 2022 and beyond. 

Motion: To cancel the Tour de Scottsdale for 2021 and to table the discussion on amount of charitable contribution 
until the next board meeting 
Motioned by: Bud Kern; Seconded by Bruce Benham; Motion passed unanimously  

 
XI. Adjourn Meeting 

Motion: To adjourn the meeting at 6:36 p.m. 
Motioned by Bud Kern; Seconded by Bruce Benham; Motion passed unanimously. 

 
  






