
DC Ranch Association 

Firewise Program 

For many years at DC Ranch, only a minimal amount of work was done to provide defensible space 

against wildfires in common areas that are adjacent to residential lots. Upon assessment, the common 

areas of most concern are those that border neighborhood homes in Desert Parks, Desert Camp, 

Country Club, and Windgate/Horseshoe (Parks). In these locations, vegetation in natural open space 

areas (common area) has been left to grow right up to, and in some cases over the walls and/or view 

fences of the residential lots.  

The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) writes "The Firewise Research around home destruction 

vs. home survival in wildfires point to embers and small flames as the main way that a majority of homes 

ignite in wildfires. Embers are burning pieces of airborne wood and/or vegetation that can be carried 

more than a mile through the wind can cause spot fires and ignite homes, debris, and other objects. 

There are methods for homeowners to prepare their homes to withstand ember attacks and minimize 

the likelihood of flames or surface fire touching the home or any attachments."  

Locally, Scottsdale Fire recommends creation of "defensible space" to allow for firefighter access 

between the home and common area and to reduce ignition possibilities by minimizing vegetation five 

feet from the wall and/or view fence, then clearing the next 15 feet to remove dead and dying 

landscape, ladder fuels and invasive plants. 

In 2019, the Association met with representatives from Scottsdale Fire and the Fire Marshall to develop 

a scope of work to model an area of the community to quantify the work and expense required to 

convert areas of concern to fire-safe areas. A section of the Estates (Desert Parks) was used as a model 

for the work. In 2020, the Board approved three-years of funding for the Firewise initiative to begin in 

the fall of 2021.  Although the costs were conditionally appropriated, the Board later decided to table a 

formal vote on Firewise until the proposal could be further communicated and presented to the 

community at-large and Neighborhood Voting Members.   

In January 2021, an article regarding Firewise was published in Ranch News.  Scottsdale Fire Marshall 

Mark Zimmerman then presented the Firewise program to the Board at its January 12, 2021 board 

meeting, which was followed by a March 31 community presentation on Firewise. The Board then 

entertained another presentation from Scottsdale Fire at a June 23, 2021 special meeting for the Board 

and NVMs. Following that meeting, all NVMs were asked to reach out to their voting blocks to garner an 

opinion on the level of support for Firewise. That effort culminated in an NVM-wide survey, where 27 of 

the 41 NVMs responded unanimously in favor of adopting a fire fuel management program.  

The Association officially voted to adopt Firewise implementation at its August 2, 2021 board meeting 

and plans to begin work are underway.  Scottsdale's Fire Marshall reports that there are currently 10 

Certified Firewise communities in Scottsdale, three in the process, and 15 that have requested formal 

presentations.  The following page outlines the approved three-year funding and areas of concern. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

                              

  


